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Kohler briefed the Ambassadorial Croup today an latest Thanpson-Gromyko talk.: 
Gronyko read Thompson 15 page declaration (taring sent separate tel). Thompson' 
expressed disappointment In declaration's contents, la reiterated our eln was te 
seek agreement and reduce tensions an basis peace treaty wick unified Germany. 
As this not possible, we now n seek agreement on acceas because this la potentially 
the aost dangerous point of friction. On wider Issues, frontiers etc., eur posi- 
tion has not changed since Cromyfco talked to the President t f e . we are prepared ^v 
discuss these In due course but not until our Allies, as well as ourselves, know 
satisfactory agreement em Berlin possible 



Sb 



Thompson went on that presence Me stars 
troops la Berlin was ne military threat, n sm milmtn g recalling that Khrushchey had. 
said that these troops had am military Importance (Gromyko later admitted Khrnah-^ 
cheT aald this la Vienna mat cm 



ated that it waa because of this Uck anMitar; 



significance that the Smvlata mare avxprlamd we, mid met agree te the withdrawal SS 
mf tma trewee er f edition ef •ymhwllc fevlmt detachments), in XAA, Tnemmeem 
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etiamed toilet cUlm th*t gmls interferon with amvmreimnty *a Soviet* elaJta ^ 
ttaUr |r w|» m» l •lpe i a«fgfl4^ jw*r*-tee free .mmcomn ft, moat ^Ufc 
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«* r*^tm*r 4(^f raj**** %rl% ^ )> . J i 4 ,J^#W^'j^i^:ir^ < 
U Hwt WrLU. tlnvM e*s^*«£e^hi **X *"l ■«»■* *■** ** s « •*»*■• ««"«*«•*•■ 
OR/WML paaca traaty with fcce* kvt eaaatft nattag* JHnd-H^ <l*l» *!■»* *■*» treaty »«U 
liquidate tfeatar* rigkta la Bar Haw ^ , ;s v •» * 

Groayka replied tWt to ewderatwd tha tf paaitieai m iaaUaiaa fraatiate as* ether 
lssuasn aegetlatleaa ha* nat caajrgad Wt tagt ear lillft i tTKI av aasaejta egraaaaaat first 
shows w* arc tryiag to inpese our plot a» theae talka. 8a aald qfttf m eeaaidei It 
aeceaaary that all a^teationa including paaca traaty and Hast Bftriia probles) be discuesed 
ONQTI. 

Groayko alas referred to Thaeteeen's rajactloa of daadllaa a* treep presence la 

West Berlla, sayiag that Soviata eoaeider indefinite rataatioa a«starn or Boviet forcaa 

in Wesit B*rlia a.uita lapossibie aa it does not aaat interests of West or Soviets or of 

peace and security. Groayko criticized Thoapsen statement on paaca treaty and it» effect 

on position of West in Berlin by saving that caaclusiea of such a traaty is not a staple 

foraality but 1 qit a aajor step fro* which weuH flow iapertant aeasitres ON^Xl. Croayko 

■rata concluded that Soviet Government wants a aalutioa but <$t unfortunately a© far 

position of US Government offers no hope for success aHM^TI. 

althaugn eur views already well-knewa, 
Thompson replied <a)/furtT*ar 0* coaaMnts weald probably ba forthcoming on free 

City propaaal; (b) on wider iseuaa Di and Allies coacamed not only access ae^eeaaant 

but whole settlement Berlin probles; *a# (c) an preseaaa blast era fore? Berlin, Haa* 
considers it haa oblitatloa ta protect pppulatlaa a£ Berlia whether this ham am* leg»l 
I force with Soviete or not, adding that Seriate claia taay eaaataft coaaidar all-aWrllm i 
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because last Bar lie ha** b. 
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corporate* tV "the* CM which QTI has no legal 
force with us Uft^fTS; . d) repeated that US attach** i«port«nci to maintenance troop* 
in Barlia until resolutlea of Sereuen quest lea. 

Kohler cowenttd that this round caara sooner than v* expected and that it was 
a stiff reply to out proposals. Howiy*r , while US had no consld*r*d reaction am yet, 
It seeaed we were covins; close to coapleta lapasse. In principle, we art inclined to 
have another round, possibly also In aeaorandua fora. In particular seea* necessary 
rebut on recsrd Soviet conteatloa that QTI peace treaty UNQTI Is equivalent of 
QTE peace UN<}Tg and that resistance to force is aggression. Lord Heed seeaed to 
agree with this and noted that Gromryko's position seeaed QTS very faalllar UNQT*. 
Schnlppenkoetter coaaented that this early reply seeaed to cut across speculation 
that the Soviets are anxious to draw out talks. Kohler agreed It was not consistent 
but that we vera very auch in the dark on Soviet activations at this tiae. Alphand 
declined Invitation to coment but did express Interest In possible relationship of 
Powers/Abel exchange to Soviet posture on Berlin and Germany. Kohler said that these 
verti not related and that exchange culminates considerable period of preparation* 
although obviously there might be some relationship as far as tialng goes. Both 
Germans and French seeaed to feel that press likely attribute sensational signifi- 
cance to exchange. 

For USKO: You may use Kohler briefing for NAC, PeraReps plus one, without 
reference to prisoner exchange. Also authorized distribute text G'-oayko declara- 
tion when received. Again, please enjoin secrecy. 
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